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Point three 
The Magazine of Toc H 


Toc His a movement of people who 
seek to build friendships, and offer 
service, across the barriers that usually 
divide us from one another. The basic 
unit is a group - at best a good cross- 
section of the local neighbourhood - 
which meets together regularly, and 


seeks to serve the community around it. 


Toc H was founded in 1915 by the Revd 
P B ‘Tubby’ Clayton, and since then has 
been providing opportunities for people 
to test the Christian way by practical 
experiment. 


All members pledge themselves to try: 


1. To welcome all in friendship and 
lessen by habit of thought, word 
and deed the prejudices which 
Separate people. 

2. To give personal service. 

3. To find their own convictions while 
listening with respect to the views 
of others. 

4. To acknowledge the spiritual 
nature of man and to test the 
Christian way by trying it. 


This magazine is a forum for ideas 
about Toc H and about the world, as 
well as a record of Toc H service. Its 
title derives from the third of these 
Four Points. Letters, articles and news 
items are welcomed and should be 
addressed to The Editor, Point three, 
at the address below. 


Opinions expressed (including the 
editorial) are those of the individual 
contributors and not necessarily 
those of the Toc H movement. 


Point three is available from Toc H 
Headquarters. Price: 30p per copy or 
£3.60 per annum. Any contribution 
towards the high cost of postage will 
be gratefully accepted. 


Toc H, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, 
Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 6BT 

Tel: 0296 623911. 

Fax: 0296 696137. 

Editor: Ruth Boyd 


Cover: Webb House Music Group, 
Middlesbrough 


Photo: Alan Phillipson 
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The Meaning of Toc | 


j i t editorial thi: <onth bec. <e; 

itor invited me to write a gues ee e itis 

The m aand issue. Most of the contributio are from iiis north 
te es of Toc H, to communicate something of the rich variety of 
Toc H activities and to link with a Publicity Week being run by members 


and staff in Cleveland during September. 


Our intention is to raise local awareness of Toc H with a view to attracting 


the involvement of new people. 

e running a publicity and information display in 
g centre as well as promoting our activities in 
| programme of events - ranging from a 
from a project to a musical social 
available opportunity that lends 


During the week we will b 
a Middlesbrough shoppin ) 
general and advertising a specia 
Cameoto a Branch information evening, 
evening - and we'll be exploiting every 
itself to press and media coverage. 

g the week is bound to be variations of, ‘Toc H 


A recurring question durin i 
gq ect there will be as many different answers as 


- what's that?’ - and | susp 
there are questions. 

This has always been true of Toc H and we could offset the problem with 
a pat answer, but believe the reply that has life and is likely to capture the 
imagination must come from the heart and will therefore relate closely to 


personal experience. 


Which leads me to question what Toc H means to me in my life and that 
of my young family. For me Toc H is about people. During my 18 years of 
involvement, Toc H has introduced me to very many people - some with 
very different attitudes and experience. It has led me into a wide variety 
of relationships. Some of these have been brief, while others have 
developed into long standing friendships. | wouldn't like to see us referred 
to as an ‘introduction agency’, but it is a function we fulfil rather well - with 
the bonus of having the ability to make unlikely introductions; creating 
opportunities to meet people we might not otherwise have met. 


This leads me to what ! feel is another key aspect of Toc H. 

Toc H is about challenge, and the fact that challenge seems to be 
something of a corporate concept at the moment should not diminish its 
importance, even though it sometimes appears over-used. The word 
appears frequently in accounts of events reported in Point three and was 
the theme of our most recent Annual Review. It is surprising that it does 
not appear in the Four Points of the Toc H Compass, because challenge 
is certainly part of the experience of every Toc H member who 
conscientiously carries out the Four Points. 


Challenge has been a familiar experience in my life. Through unlikely 
introductions and a seemingly endless range of opportunities to confront 
issues - the most recent being in the form of Practical Prevention, which 
iS reported in this issue, | have been challenged to examine my own 
convictions in relation to a wide range of topics, situations and people, in 
rat where it would often be a great deal easier to ‘turn a blind eye’ 
oneness ie label’, in order to depersonalise the situation or distance 

ysef. | nave been challenged repeatedly and the experience has been 
enriching and has changed me as a human being 


n e i 


nese are th i ience. 
What does Toc H mean to you? exes hat cull Oy ee 


R John Dunwell 
Development Officer (Team Leader) Cleveland 
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The Cleveland Staff Team: Left to right, John Dunwell, Marilyn Surtees, Susan Huddleston and Norah Phipps. 


ituated in the North East of England, 

Cleveland was created as a county in 1974 

from parts of the North Riding of Yorkshire 
and County Durham, in an area generally known as 
Teesside. !t takes in the conurbations of 
Middlesbrough, Stockton-on-Tees and Billingham, 
the slightly more distant country market towns like 
Yarm and Guisborough and the coastal towns of 
Hartlepool, Redcar and Saltburn. The population of 
the county stands at around 557,000. 


With a boundary approximating to that of the county 
is the Toc H Cleveland District. In relative terms the 
District is quite strong, with a membership of 94 in 
six Branches, including the District Branch. Toc H 
first came to this part of the world in 1922 with the 
opening of the Middlesbrough Branch. We presently 
have three Branches in Middlesbrough, one each in 
Guisborough and Saltburn, plus the District Branch. 


n addition to the Branches are three 

Friendship Circles; at Middlesbrough, 

Guisborough and Hartlepool. Cleveland might 
be considered the home of Friendship Circles as 
they originated here back in the 1970s. 


Being in the target area for Toc H development, 
(Division One), the District benefits from a team of 
paid staff who are based at Webb House in central 
Middlesbrough. Their role combines support of the 
existing Branches and Friendship Circles with the 
development of the other two methods, Projects and 
Cameos. Webb House also accommodates a Music 


Group, Branch-Out Friendship Circle, Station Toc H 
Branch and many of the Cleveland District meetings 
and other events, such as Cameos. 


Not forgetting the Middlesbrough Toc H Charity 
Shop, the third of its kind in the country, the 
membership and staff are striving to work together to 
generate a movement locally which offers variety of 
opportunity and challenges for all. 

J in central Middlesbrough, curiously 

sandwiched between a riverside industrial 

belt and the commercial centre of town, lies the 
community of St Hilda's - the original centre of the 


town - and a number of significant buildings, now 
listed, remain. 


ust a few minutes walk from the Toc H office 


Despite modern housing and open grassed spaces, 
St Hilda’s suffers a high rate of adult unemployment 
and associated poverty and deprivation. The area 
has a high crime rate, much of which is drug related. 
This was one of the reasons that Toc H staff got 
involved in the area three years ago. 


Despite its troubles, St Hilda’s seems a tight knit 
community with a strong sense of identity and a 
pride which will surely see its fortunes turn, 
supported by various community initiatives. 
Hopefully, Toc H will have a continuing role in this 
and a growing acceptance by the people of 
St Hilda's. 

John Dunwell E 
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his three-day residential 
event held at the Toc H 
Colsterdale Centre in 
June, was led by staff members 
Marilyn Surtees and Susan 
Huddleston. The project brought 
together a group of young girls 
from the St Hilda’s area of 
Middlesbrough and a number of 
female volunteers. The purpose 
of the weekend was to look at 
the issues relevant to young 
women growing up in the 1990s, 
particularly in an area which 
features high unemployment, 
crime, drug abuse and 
prostitution. 


T 


We had two main reasons for 
setting up the project. First the St 
Hilda's girls had complained that 
they were being ignored by local 
youth groups (Toc H included!), 
whose activities had been aimed 
exclusively at local boys. 
Secondly, we wanted to attract 
local volunteers, especially 
women, and this seemed an ideal 
opportunity. We deliberately 
targeted five women who we 
thought would make excellent 
volunteers and, potentially, project 
leaders. 


Rather than impose a programme 
on the participants we decided to 
ask for their own ideas and 
suggestions. The result was a 
programme with very different 
activities for Toc H, which we 
hoped would encourage 
discussion, challenge views and 
attitudes, be fun and provide new 
experiences. 
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- Girl’s 


Friday evening was spent in 
getting to know one another, the 
girls seemed quite keen on the 
‘ice breakers’ and the other 
games introduced later. Part of 
the evening was devoted to a 
session on ‘The Romantic Novel’ 
- exploring images of women in 
popular romantic fiction. We 
looked at different categories of 
stories, from the traditional to the 
downright zany, and then worked 
in groups to produce our own 
versions. This proved to be a 
thought provoking and hilariously 
funny exercise, which 
encouraged a lot of positive 
discussion afterwards. 
S hard physical work, 
clearing a footpath in 
Aiskew village. The girls had 
specifically wanted to do some 
conservation work because 
‘that’s what the boys do’. By the 
end of the morning we were left 
with the strong impression that 
the satisfaction of a job well done 
did not outweigh the suffering 
caused in doing it! However, it 
was also at this point that one of 
the girls turned to me and said, ‘l 
wish this could go on forever...’ 


aturday was spent in 


After lunch, and a visit to 
Masham to do some shopping, 
we returned to the Colsterdale 
Centre for a discussion. We had 
planned to talk generally about 
rte ee but soon 
realised that the most i 

items on the agenda ree 


Talk 


value of self-esteem and 
relationships, the consequences of 
sexual activity - especially for 
young people - and attitudes to 
women and prostitution. Everyone 
got deeply involved in this 
discussion and some found 
comments very challenging and 
difficult to accept. 


Later the same evening we had 
what we called a ‘catwalk with a 
difference’. This was an opportunity 
to adopt different images/ 
characters and caricature the idea 
of fashion shows. The exercise 
seemed a boost to the girls’ self- 
confidence. We then examined how 
women are portrayed in the media. 
With scissors, glue and various 
magazines we created four 
collages: Women and Sexuality. 
Women at Home, Women at Work 
and Women being Women. 


The next morning was spent down 
on the ‘Big Sheep, Little Cow’ 
Farm. We were given a guided tour 
and enjoyed feeding the chickens 
and lambs. The girls were given 
pony rides which was a new 
experience for most of them. 

T reflections session and 

ended with contributions of 

poetry and songs from the group. 


The girls sang a beautiful hymn 
called Harmony. 


he weekend closed with a 


Looking back on the weekend, 
Marilyn and | felt that this project 
had been particularly worthwhile. 


We were surprised at how quickly 
friendships were formed and at 
the level of trust that was 
established between individuals. 
There were times when the girls 
felt able to confide some of their 
life experiences to volunteers and 
we were impressed by the amount 
of support and understanding that 
was given. 

Susan Huddleston 


And two participants report : 


was really impressed and 

challenged by my first 

Toc H project. The 
relationships between volunteers 
and teenagers was excellent, 
because things were being learnt 
and fun was being had on both 
sides. | have done a fair amount 
of work with young teenagers 
before, but rarely have | met a 
group of people with such 
problems who have left me feeling 
so positive for the future. 


Throughout the weekend we 
touched on many very difficult 
issues such as safe sex and 
drugs, and, whilst these 
discussions highlighted many 
gaps in the girls’ knowledge and 
awareness, they also showed a 
willingness to learn. Therefore, | 
think it is important that ‘Girls 
Talk’ doesn't end there. The trust 
built up between girls and 
volunteers is too goad to waste, 
and | feel that taking them away 
for one isolated weekend will only 
have a short term influence on the 
girls. If there is any way that 
further involvement can be 


maintained with this same group of 
girls, | for one would jump at the 
chance of helping to build up their 
awareness and confidence and 
broaden their view of life. 


| really would like to say thanks to 
Toc H for the opportunity of 
spending a weekend with such a 
brilliant group of people, and l'm 
looking forward to the next project 
which | have booked up for in 
September. 

Christina McMellon 


This was my first Toc H project and 
a totally new experience. | felt 
compelled to write a brief summary 
of my views on the weekend. While 
| initially thought the idea of taking 
a group of young people from an 
inner city area of social 
disadvantage to the beautiful 
tranquillity of the Yorkshire Dales 
would be a valuable experience for 
them, what | hadn't realised was 
how rewarding and educational this 
would be for me as a volunteer 
helper. 


he girls themselves proved 
to be great entertainers. 
Our conservation work - 

hacking down an overgrown public 
footpath was also entertaining, as 
the girls spotted a young manina 
nearby house perfecting his 
dancing techniques! Prior to this 
the philosophers among us were 
discussing the ethics of destroying 
weeds. What is a weed? Who has 
the right to destroy it? Me, | hacked 
everything in sight and found it very 
therapeutic. It took me back to my 
youth when we left Belfast for our 


summer retreat by the sea (nothing 
posh, simply an old fisherman's 
hut), and we had to cut back the 
winter growth in the garden. 


ur evenings at Colsterdale 

were spent getting to know 

one another better and 
sharing common and differing 
experiences around the log fire, 
which brought a practical warmth to 
the atmosphere. We played games 
which everyone joined in - 
television, who needs it? 


Our meals were well planned and 
the culinary skills of Jan were 
greatly appreciated by all.Tasks 
were shared without direct 
leadership, everyone simply getting 
on with the work that needed to be 
done. 


Overall the companionship and 
friendliness | had experienced on 
this project will be remembered for 
a long time. It was a privilege to be 
with such special young girls and to 
be allowed to listen to how they 
experienced their world, and to 
share a weekend with such caring 
volunteers. Moreover, | found that 
many of the barriers which come 
with age were broken down during 
the weekend. That is, with the 
exception of my decision to sleep in 
a top bunk. Climbing down in the 
early hours of the morning | felt 
every bit of my 42 years! All told this 
was an exhausting weekend but 
very rewarding and from my 
perspective a valuable experience 
for all, which should be repeated. 


Eleanor Glynn E 
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National Chaplain to summarise the views 0 


he editor asked th 
in this seri i + of response from readers, th fe 
For the last in this series, which has provoked a Iaz Ù LA ior and to give his own response to 


f the tour cont 


the subject of women’s ordination to the priesthood. 


nthe same day that the 

Church of England’s 

General Synod made its 
historic decision to ordain women 


to the priesthood, | was in Scotland 


driving to a Toc H meeting in the 
Borders. | was so excited by the 
decision, as it was announced on 
the radio, that | missed my turning 
and was three miles away before | 
realised! 


Perhaps that tells you immediately 
where | stand on this controversial 


subject. And, in some ways it does. 
| saw the decision as inevitable and 


necessary. Inevitable, because it 
reflects western society’s 
broadened understanding of the 
role of women. It also 
demonstrates the intellectual 


discarding of historical attitude over 


at least two thousand years that 
women are somehow /ess than 
men. The decision was, to my 
mind, necessary, to affirm the very 
catholicity of the Church - in the 
sense that that word means 
universal. 


y 


et, at the same time, | 
became acutely aware of 
the way in which this 


decision would fracture the Church 


of England - at least in the short 
term. Of couse, the media made 


the most of it, and all sorts of scare 


stories were reported, implying 
schisms, the collapse of the 
established church and people 
deserting in thousands to Rome. 


And all this, it was said, was on the 


narrowest of margins in the vote. 
What? When a two-thirds majority 
was required in each House of the 
Synod? That sounds to me like a 
fairly convinced vote - much larger 
than the majority required in the 
House of Commons for any piece 
of lesiglation. 
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Despite the ‘hype 

generated by the 

(and has been very |) 

clear from the 

articles in Point es 
i 


decision, it was clear k 


three) that the 
consequences i: 
would be painful and 
take time to heal. 
But one of the 
hardest things to 
understand or 
accept is the vitriol 
which has come out 
of some poeple - on 
both sides of the 
debate. 


No-one can pretend 
that it was an easy 
decision. Any 
serious and 
unbiased 
examination of the 
Bible, the tradition of 
the church or theology only leads 
the enquirer through a maze of 
confusion and contradiction to the 
conclusion that there is no clear 
precedent for one argument or the 
other. But when committed 
Christians, including ordained 
people, throw insults or make 
accusations of being 
un-Christian, use texts from the 
Bible like missiles, or stand on 
extraordinary self-righteousness, 
| can only shudder and then ask 
what is really going on. 

H been sincere and humble 

people who are totally 

convinced of their position and 
stand by it as a matter of principle. 
For example, | found Father Philip 
Griffin (Point three, May 1994) 
unconvincing in his arguments but 
totally convincing in his Christian 


aving said that, there have 


A) Yin Yang 


humility. The Revd Freda 
Beveridge (Point three, June 
1994) is wholly believable in her 
description of her personal 
calling, but she makes no attempt 
at intellectual persuasion. Neal 
Terry (Point three, July 1994) 
takes a great risk in speaking for 
the feminist viewpoint (men 
should always beware of 
speaking for women), rightly 
warns us of our own emotional 
reactions, but, sadly, | found his 
article slightly moralistic and 
aggressive in tone, and this does 
little justice to the man | know. 
The Revd Hazel Bradley (Point 
three, August 1994) explains how 
she sees the role of the priest as 
a ‘way of life’, and how Toc H has 
influenced her as a person, but, 
again, fails to offer a rational 
argument in favour of the 
ordination of women. 


For the ir ine letters have I must also recognise my fears. person. They are the actions of a 
contained .. »1sdictably mixed There is an undeniable but role which, knowingly or not, acts as 
response, tough It is of course irrational feeling of threat to my a kind of electricity socket which 
delightful to read such varied views role, to my future, which will only be plugs people and God together. This 
- particularly when they do not resolved when | begin to work with is not suggesting that a priest is 
contain the merely prejudiced, a woman priest and, asin all Toc H essential for bringing a person and 
un-Christian or hurtful. Few attempt relationships, experience the God together, rather that there are 
to respond from a purely person instead of the label of times when a priestly function is 
intellectual position. Most react ‘woman’ or ‘priest’. Then I will not appropriate. The person occupying 
from opinion which, | suspect, is be distracted by the fact that thisis this role is accepted by the people 
unlikely to have been influenced by a woman acting as a priest. and has authority conferred by God 
any debate, however convincing ; through an ordination service. What 
the argument may be. | also fear the harsh side of the is crucially important, as has been 


feminist movement which has been 


i A pointed out in a number of letters, is 
so strident at times. | fear that 


that God and the people meet. 


feel pushed into becoming like 
men. Some years ago, at the end 
of a lecture | gave in London on the 
nature of priesthood, | was asked 
for my opinion on the ordination of 
women. It was one of those 
appalling moments when my mouth 
opened before my brain engaged 
and | heard myself say, ‘/ can't see 
any reason at all why women 
should not be ordained. My 
problem is that all the women I 
know who want to be ordained also 
want to be men.’ | was horrified, but 
recognise now the element of truth 
which that response contained. | 


A nd that, | suspect, is the women who become priests may Through all the arguments it is too 


easy to forget that priesthood and 
church are means to an end and not 
ends in themselves. 
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real issue here. | was, and 

am, truly delighted at the 
decision to ordain women. When 
asked in the past, | have been 
clear that | can see no intellectual 
reason why women should not be 
ordained. Yet, | confess that my 
inner response is slightly different. 
It's a case of the head and the 
heart having slightly different 
views. This ‘heart’, or emotional 
response, has two elements. First, 
it has to do with my own 
experience and learning. Second it 
has to do with fear. 


he debate about the 
ordination of women has 
raised many different issues 
as well as many different opinions 
and emotions. Most importantly, it 
has illustrated the variety of human 
experience and attitude. One of the 
glories of the Church of England is 
that it is not a monochrome 
uniformity, but a rich mixture. Even 
when Father Philip and others like 
him are accepted into the Roman 


My whole experience in the church want equality for all people, Catholic Church it will still retain that 
since | was at Sunday School has. including equality for men and mixture, which is what enriches and 
been with men as the priests. women. | do not want, and will not strengthens it. 

Women had a different (and very accept, that ‘equality’ equals ‘same- 

much subsidiary) role as servers or Ness’. Men and women are- Toc H, of course, thrives on being a 
(later) as deaconesses. My gloriously different. Femininity and mixture, for we are driven by a 
learning has not only been masculinity are complimentary, profound desire to make friendships 
influenced by what | have they fit together like the two parts of across the barriers which divide 
personally witnessed and been the Yin Yang sign - not just people, knowing that it is the very 
taught, but also by a culture physically but emotionally and differences between us which enrich 
towards women in church and psychologically. | don't want our relationships. For me as National! 
society which stretches back two women priests to be like men, | Chaplain | rejoice that Toc H, driven 
thousand years. | have tolearna Want them to be women priests, as it is by a clear Christian 

new emotional attitude which will | Whole people in their own right commitment, has the courage, faith 
be in harmony with my intellectual ministering the wholeness of God. and love to welcome those of all 
view. That will take time. | shall faiths and none. Those in Toc H who 
continue to give a total ‘head’ nd that leads neatly to a are ordained as Christian ministers 
approval to the ordination of further point. The role of the exemplify that mixture, for in Toc H | 
women. But | shall have to wait priest is not one which is look forward to sharing my ministry 
until | sitin a pew while awoman restricted by the sex of the with those of all denominations - 
priest celebrates the Communion mediating priest, just as the attitude including Father Philip when he 

and raises her hand in Blessing of the priest cannot invalidate the enters the Roman Church, Hazel 
over me to see how my heart priestly functions he or she is Bradley as an Anglican woman priest 
reacts. | hope | will find it all performing. Standing at the altar and my old college friend, Father 
perfectly natural and right. | hope! pronouncing absolution, laying Stephen Weston, when he joins the 
will see a priest mediating the hands on bread and wine, raising a Orthodox Church. i 

reality of God, rather than a hand in blessing, are acts which Of such a mixture is the kingdom of 
particular person or sex. transcend the individuality of the God. = 
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| o date there have been three 
iy projects under the 
| heading Practical Prevention. 
The St Hilda's area of Middlesbrough 
was chosen for the most recent one 
because it has a very high level of 
joyriding. 


Using the Low Mill Centre in 
Yorkshire’s Wensleydale, our group 
of 12 comprised four young people 
from St Hilda's who hadn't necessarily 
been involved in joyriding but who 
were certainly vulnerable to the 
possibility through peer pressure; 
three participants currently serving 
prison sentences - two for motor 
related offences; four Toc H 
volunteers, and we were privileged to 
be joined by Ken Moss. 


Ken, formerly a Police Constable in 
the North Yorkshire Constabulary, 
was seriously injured in an accidentin 
November 1992 when pursuing a 
stolen car. Blinded in the accident 
and twice on the brink of death, Ken 
has made a remarkable recovery and 
his participation in the weekend added 
considerably to its success. His lack 
of bitterness and ability to forgive has 
made him a household name. 
| | he event got under way on the 
| Friday evening with a Search 
Mil and Rescue exercise, 
organised as a team-building activity 
by the staff of the Low Mill Centre. 
Ken and Toc H staff member, Susan 
Huddleston, were the ‘lost’ walkers 
that the rest of the group had to search 
for. With the added complication of a 


‘Tle. oes ? E = 
Thank you for an excel 
1 excas)] 


i 


han, 


Lancaster Prison 


(fictitious) broken leg, Ken had to be 
rescued by stretcher from their 
isolated valley location. This exercise, 
which lasted into the hours of 
darkness, was good fun - although 
Ken got a bit of a rough ride! 


The focus of the weekend was 
challenging car crime, which was the 
subject of Saturday morning's 
discussion. Using a video, which 
showed police chasing a stolen car, 
we explored why young people get 
involved in joyriding. Where is the 
‘joy’ in joyriding, particularly when 
the victim's position is considered? 
l 
H E § ere, Ken's story of his personal 
f g f trauma was a shockingly 

| powerful contribution - there 
was a Stunned silence for a full hour 
as he recalled the events around his 
accident 22 months ago, his 
subsequent recovery and coming to 
terms with total blindness. Guiding us 
through an exploration of the victims’ 
perspectives, not just his own but the 
effects on family, friends and 
colleagues, provided a most moving 
and enormously thought-provoking 
experience. 


The remainder of the day challenged 
participants in a more physical way, 
through pitting their skills with first 
Caving and then an assault course. 


On the Sunday, we undertook a variety 
of community tasks around the Centre, 
ranging from bridge strengthening to 
contributing towards the construction 
of a herb garden for disabled visitors. 


There was plenty to talk about during 
the reflection session which closed 
the weekend. As might have been 
expected, an overwhelming majority 
agreed that it was the contribution of 
Ken Moss that had provided the 
greatest learning experience. 


¥ isability in itself had been a 

iy major topic throughout the 
project. Participants seemed 
to be sensitive to the needs 
determined by Ken's blindness and 
we were also enriched by the 
involvement of law student Alison 
Bryan, a resident of Birmingham 
Toc H Community House, whois deaf. 


The conclusion overall was that the 
project had challenged and stimulated 
us all. The only real aspect which 
detracted from the event was a 
number of incidents of petty 
vandalism. A positive way of looking 


at these was to see them as fruitful 
material for a future Practica! 
Prevention Project! 


John Dunwell 


E Britain suffers the worst rate of 
car crime in Europe. 


E Over three-quarters of car thefts 
are committed by young people 
under the age of 21, and about half 
of those are under 17. 


E The general intention of the 
Practical Prevention Projects is to 
bring together a mixed group of 
participants to explore aspects of 
criminal offending, and to sample 
more constructive alternatives such 
as community work and outdoor 
pursuits. 
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Literally Speakin J Oj 


n a wet day in June, a rather unusual 

group of people came together in a 

secluded community centre on a housing 
estate in Hartlepool. This group was to make up 
the Cameo, Victims and Offenders. Apart from 
the small group who had set up and arranged the 
day, the people there were aged between 16 and 
18. They came from two very different places: a 
sixth form college on one side and on the other a 
NACRO Youth Training Scheme (National 
Association for the Care and Resettlement of 
Offenders). 


The differences between the two groups were 
immense. They came from different worlds: spent 
their days doing different things, behaved differently, 
dressed differently and yet they also had a lot in 
common. They were very nervous of what lay ahead, 
but showed it in very different ways. We soon 
discovered we were all offenders in some ways, and 
also that most of us were victims of crime. 


So began a Cameo which looked at various aspects 
of being a criminal and of being a victim. This was no 
cosy safe place to be for any of us. People struggled 
as they heard things they did not want to hear. Some 
struggled to be able to share their opinions. Others 
were genuinely considering things for the first time, 
and having to think of what their answers were to 
questions that had not been put to them before. The 
atmosphere at any point in the day seemed charged 
with quite heavy emotions including nervousness, 
anger, fear, sometimes open and at other times quite 
hostile. What was obvious was the risk that people 
had taken to come along, and the risk they 
experienced by staying. 


t was a very tiring day; a relief when it was 
over, but we left with the teeling that most of 
us had learnt something about ourselves, as 
well as about each other. In normal circumstances, if 
we had met by chance, we would have politely 
ignored the differences between us, or been very 
condemning of the group without seeing the 
individual person. None of this prejudice occurred 
with the people who participated in the day.... Which 
is, after all, the idea behind Cameos. 


Norah Phipps 
Field Officer Division 1 


When we volunteer to go on a project what is it that we 
want from it? To feel valued and to feel that we have 
something to give must be a high priority. On lots of 
projects that comes very readily, as we see the results 
of our work - maybe the path is cleared or a wall built 
on an environmental project, or everyone enjoys 
themselves on a children's playscheme. Yet on some 
projects that certainty of role and what you are giving 
can be hard to find, as the group merges into one and 
everyone is helping each other. You can be left unsure 
of what you are offering to whom, as you wonder ‘who 
am | helping?’ There is no easy answer as you realise 
that everyone has something to give and, though you 
came to help, others are giving as much to you. 


For me a good example of this was the Literally Speaking 
project which took place in July. Between everyone there 
we had a wide range of abilities in the skills of reading and 
writing, which was the reason for being together. But also 
there was a wide range of other skills, such as fitness, the 
ability to cook, recognising nature, appreciating one 
another, building a barbecue.... All of these were of use in 
Our project, so at times we all helped one another. 


The helping each other, working together - with no-one 
being an expert at everything - was animportant part of the 
project for us all, but especially for me, to remind me just 
how human | am and that, if | am going to give, | must let 
others give as well. Norah Phipps 


Participant Maggie Fairbridge writes: 

A few members of the group already knew each other well 
but there were some new acquaintances. It took a while to 
get used to the surroundings and to each other, but as we 
got involved in various activities we started to open up a 
bit more. As the days progressed we became good 
friends, even though we came from different backgrounds 
and all had very different personalities. We were all willing 
to listen to other peoples’ views and idea. 

One of the activities was a five-mile walk around the 
Colsterdale area. We were putinto groups and we collected 
an assortment of items along the way. There was a lot of 
willingness to get involved and help each other in a group 
environment. | can truthfully say that we all got a great deal 
out of the stay at Colsterdale. | found it easy to get on with 
the group and to join in the activities and it also gave me 
a lot more confidence. a 


Guisborough Branch. Bring together a horticultural 
trainee, a school secretary, a coach driver, a clothing 
buyer, a teacher, an insurance agent, office 
supervisor, ‘domestic engineers’, business person 
and a chef. Include an equal balance of sexes, a 
physically handicapped person, a 40 to 80 year age- 
range and young hearts. Add viewpoints from 
Anglican, Catholic, Methodist, atheist, Quaker and 
Salvation Army traditions. Now you have it - a human 
zoo, sometimes known as Guisborough Branch of 
Toc H. What brought them into captivity? Most agree 
it was from doing a useful job and feeling needed. 
Two came via Friendship Circle experience. All agree 
about the friendship which overcomes very real 
diversity or opinions and personality. 


In their rented Branch rooms they have just 
completed the practical work and fundraising for a 
£1000 refurbishment of their kitchen. Now their long- 
standing luncheon club for heart and stroke sufferers 
can continue. Some members support the weekly 
Friendship Circle. This autumn a long weekend 
project will see a party of elderly folk on holiday in 
Scarborough's Grand Hotel. Shortly afterwards the 
Branch will host a national project ‘Mud, Glorious 


Mud’ - restoring a conservation pond. Some may stay | | 
John Bayes | 


clean but all are involved. 


During the Deerbolt Young Offenders Institute Focus Week there 
was a Toc H display of photographs and information about our work. 
Seen in front of the display are prison officer Dave Wheeler, two inmates, 
and Tony Galley - principal officer on F-wing. Dave is one eh ae) orice 
who helps organise the placements from Deerbolt on to Toc H projects. 
Toc H has had links with Deerbolt since 1988 and in that time have 
organised 170 placements. The aim of the week was to show how 
Deerbolt has changed during its 21 years as a prison establishment. 


alive some of the jobs that have been our concern for 
a number of years, one of which is our annual outing 
for the blind. 


In June this year we arranged for cars to pick up 
blind and partially sighted people and take them on 
an outing to Hutton Rudby, a beautiful village at the 
foot of the Cleveland Hills. We had 20 cars, 11 of 
which were driven by friends, who help each year, to 
bring 40 passengers. On arrival at the Church Hall 
we were greeted by members of the Mothers Union, 
who provided a most excellent tea. This was followed 
by a concert given by the Teesside University Choir 
staff, ex-staff and students - it was first-class 
entertainment. Ron Mackenzie 


pee -+ -= TREE T è 


Saltburn Branch members are well known and actively 
invalved in the loca! community. They have their own 
premises, the Coach House, in the centre of town, 
which they have completely renovated with help from 
Cleveland District and the local community. Fundraising 
efforts have included ‘getting to know you’ coffee 
mornings, ‘spring flings’ (jumble sales), sponsored walks, 
pie and pea suppers and many other events. 


Currently there are 25 members at Saltburn and 
the Coach House has a very full agenda. The building 
is well equipped, freshly decorated and has a healthy 
bank balance. Thanks to the efforts of the Saltburn 
Branch, Toc H is alive, well and very well known in the 


town. 
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Marilyn Surtees » 


Webb House Music Group 


While Toc H Webb House is no more, its ideals and 
spirit live on in the Webb House Music Group. 
Formed in 1988 by volunteer Malcolm Guite, former 
Band Sergeant in the Argyll and Sutherland 
Highlanders, its open weekly sessions now attract 
about 20 people in a singing and playing fellowship. 
We are a rare mixture. All of us come with our own 
needs and we all contribute at our own level. The 
common focus of the music is under the leadership 
of Malcolm. Our enjoyment is a result of his sound 
musicianship, painstaking preparation and patient 
commitment to us all. Good humour and banter 
abound, as do quiet fellowship, acceptance and 
caring. All this we frequently take out with us to share 
with others in clubs and retirement homes. Always 
our hosts appear to share what is our experience, 
which is ‘...that behind the ebb and flow of things 


temporal, stand the eternal realities...’. 
John Bayes 


The Toc H Thrift Shop 


‘Well, how is it going?’ | hear you all ask. ‘Great’ is 
my reply - with tongue in cheek - because, from 
where | stand as treasurer, it’s not so great. But then 
ours is a charity shop with a difference. Although any 
profit we make will be ploughed back into Toc H, our 
shop's primary aim is to serve the community. 


We charge very low prices because the community 
we serve is in a poor area of the town with high 
unemployment. Also, because of the strong links we 
have with Friendship Circles, many of our volunteers 
have had some form of mental illness, and this is has 
been a successful means of helping them to gain 
confidence. 


Ann Self 


Members of Hartlepool Friendship Circle. 
Wyn Gyllenspetz, second from left, writes: 

‘| started as a Toc H helper for Hartlepool Friendship 
Circle 10 years ago. I’ve enjoyed my involvement and 
hope to continue for as long as | possibly can. | have 
met a lot of different people and would like to see 
many more in the future.’ The Circle meets on a 
Wednesday at Grange Road Methodist Church, 
Hartlepool. This summer they have planned several 
outings, including visits to Knaresborough, North 
York Moors, Scarborough and Appleby in Cumbria. E 
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Letters 


The Ordination of Women 


After reading the various letters regarding the 
Ordination of Women, itmakes me wonder if those men 
who are leaving the Anglican church were ever true 
Christians. How can they throw their faith overboard so 
easily! 

Tubby always knew the value of women in our 
Christian world and organisation. Maybe now that the 
dead-wood is removing itself the Anglican church will 
become a true vine and become a Christian family, 
which God intended it to be. 

Percy Cheshire 
Southampton 


Stamp Appeal! 
| would like to remind members that | am stil! collecting 
used postage stamps. Save your stamps and send them 
tome, via Central Councillors at Swanwick, Headquarters 
at Wendover, or Newark Street. In the last six months | 
have raised £68 for the Family Purse. 
Tony Cock 
7 Tournay Close, Lympne, Hythe, Kent. CT21 4LL 


Talbot House a Must! 
| can thoroughly recommend that members should visit 
Talbot House. Many years ago, before Doris Longley 
sadly died, | promised her that | would visit Poperinge 
because of her devoted commitment to Toc H and Talbot 
House. Bert Hill of Stockport Branch made it possible for 
me to fulfil my promise this year through his excellent 
arrangements. 

Eunice Cleator, Wallasey 


Money Matters 


| would like to comment on Mike Lyddiard’s ‘thought 
for the month’ (Money Matters, Point three, July). 

| hope thatin writing, ‘Before we give our hard earned 
money away to other charities, should we not be 
thinking of our own needs and the importance of giving 
our support to Toc H's Methods ?’, he meant to say ‘As 
well as giving our hard earned...’ 

Toc H's Methods are not the only ways of making the 
world a better place, but | believe they will stand on their 
own merits in free competition for our support. 

Jim Simpson 
Wellingborough 


..And the Director replies: 

! couldn't agree more. All I ask is that members adopt 
a balanced approach, recognising the Movements 
internal needs as well as external support. 


———eE È 


— 


Freedom 

| found Pobin McSorley’s article, under the he 
Freedom in the July issue of Point three, both 
interesting and thought provoking. Robin is to be 
congratulated for addressing such a complex and 


controversial subject. 


ading 


| wonder if Robin is aware of an essay written in 
1859 by J S Mill, in which he wrote the following: 
‘The only freedom which deserves the name is that 
of pursuing our own good in our own way, so long as 
we do not attempt to deprive others of theirs or 
impede their efforts to obtain it.’ 


How many of the Freedoms in Robin's checklist 
would comply with Mill's description of freedom? 


| appreciate that Robin's style is to present the 
situation in an emotive and exaggerated manner so 
as to imply that certain groups are subject to police 
oppression. | consider that the freedoms listed by 
Robin have been available for many years and the 
only reason for the need to introduce The Criminal 
Justice Bill is that there has been widespread abuse 
of those freedoms. 


Without becoming wordy, it is not possible to answer 
all of the points made by Robin, so | will again draw 
attention to J S Mill’s words and say that | 
wholeheartedly agree that we must be vigilant when 
our freedoms are threatened. We must also expect 
those freedoms which we wish to exercise to be 
used with consideration and understanding for the 
freedoms of others. 


Because of his age, Rabin cannot be expected to 
understand why so many young men went to fight, 
as he says, to defend freedom. Some, no doubt, 
were sufficiently sophisticated to understand what 
they were fighting for, others like myself had our 
minds made up for us by being conscripted. Actually, 
the word conscript was avoided by referring to us a 
‘militia men’. 


The young German men knew what they were 
fighting for because Hitler had instilled in them that 
they must be fighters, warriors, heroes and 
conquerors for the Fatherland. The word freedom 
was unknown to them. If any of the young men had 
difficulty in accepting Hitler's vision for their future, 
they were sent to such places as Dachau, which was 
Operating in 1933, to have their minds ‘healed’. 


| am sure that Robin has succeeded in getting a 
reaction from those of us who have read his article 
and felt provoked to respond. Well done Robin. 


Donald Norcross 
Gloucester 


et that Robin McSorley's article on Freedom, in 
e July issue of Point three, would have been more 


Impressive if he had researched his subject matter a 
little more before writing it. 


He States that those who died in the last war fought 
in the name of freedom, and goes on to ask what 
was it that led so many men to sacrifice their lives in 
such a way. He suggests that each individual had his 
own personal reasons for enlisting and that men 
faced the horrors of war so that their children might 
live in freedom. 


| think that is all sentimental claptrap. It is true that 
some men volunteered their services, but the vast 
majority were conscripted. If a man was within a 
certain age group his only choice was army, navy or 
air force and even that was restricted. 


If we thought anything at all about why we were at 
war, our thoughts tended to centre on the German 
take-over of the Rhineland, followed by the German 
take-over of Austria, followed by the disregard by 
Germany of the Munich agreement and the 
subsequent German take-over of Czechoslavakia. 
Then, in spite of an assurance that Germany had no 
further territorial demands in Europe, its demands 
on, and subsequent invasion of, Poland. Most of us 
felt that Germany had to be stopped and that was 
that. 


Unlike Robin, | was there. 


His criticism of the Criminal Justice Bill appears to 
centre on the powers it will give the police if it 
becomes law. His references to the police are put in 
such a way as to suggest that he sees the police as 
the enemy of freedom. Mercifully we don't all see 
them in that light. Every day it becomes increasingly 
evident that the police are all that stands between 
society and anarchy, but they are having to do the 
job with heavily restricted powers. 


Anarchy would be true freedom for everyone to do 
exactly as he or she pleases, regardless of the effect 
of their actions on others. Is that what we really 
want? 


lf we do not like the Criminal Justice Bill let's try to 
find a way of destroying the need for it. 


F R Tarling, Gloucester 


On reading Robin McSorley's article headed 
Freedom in the July issue of Point three, | felt | could 
agree with the last three of the four ‘freedoms’ listed, 
only to find on reading further that he was favouring 
what appeared to be a total freedom for everyone. 

Surely freedom is not given but has to be earned. 
There can be no freedom without responsibility - no 
freedom without discipline and certainly no freedom 
for anti-social behaviour. 

J D Ellis, Saltash 
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me to 13 New Members 
ernan (Central Branch) 
‘Bobbie Carroll, Joan M Catchpole (Chiltern Hills J) 
Ann-Marie Joyce (Crewe & North Staffs District) 
‘Raymond J Hatton (Gorleston & Great Yarmouth J) 
Margaret E Middleton (Llandrindod Wells) 
Carlo Baechle (Paderborn J) 
Margaret G Gulliver, Olive M Hosking, Frances M Anderton. 
Mary James. Lilian K Morey (Parkhurst W) 
Martin Barnett (Winsford) 


Members of Swindon Branch and the ‘361 Rock and 
Blues Club’ from Wroughton joined forces to raise over 
£1,500 for the purchase of an electric hoist for Yatesbury 
ward at Princess Margaret Hospital. 


South East Hants District Member, the Revd Ted Royds- 
Jones writes: ‘Congratulations to Vee Tombs on her 
parachute jump at the age of 65. It may be of interest that 
l have just done a sky dive at the age of 95. | joined 
Toc H the year that Tubby was appointed vicar of All 
Hallows, and | served my first curacy at All Hallows 
together with Cuthbert Bardesley.’ 

Just to make his point Ted sent us a copy of his birth 
certificate! 


Members of Stockport Branch organised a coach trip for 
residents of Torkington House, Hazel Grove, Cheshire. 
Lunch at Smithmills Coaching House near Bolton was 
followed by a trip to the historic Last Drop Village. A good 
time was had by all and a repeat performance has been 
requested! 


Congratulations to new Toc H members in the South | 
West, Ben and Bianca Booth, whose marriage was blessed | 
at a service in the gardens of Lindridge House on 9 July. 


Grays Women’s Branch members celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of their first meeting. Helping in the fun were 
members of South East Essex District, District members, 
the branch's ‘outer circle’ of supporters, and past members. 


About 50 friends and members enjoyed a very happy Kent The anniversary cake was cut by two founder members. 
Day in June. Many thanks to everyone who attended. It was a memorable meeting of old friends. 
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We regret to announce the death of the following mem 


bers 


In May Florence V Lees (Bletchley) 
John ‘Bill’ W Bailey (Late Sutton-in-Ashtield) 
Margaret | Bateman (Springfields District) 
Jessie Cox (Stockport) 
Sidney B Cuttill (Cam District) 
Edith Gascoigne (Downend) 
Dorothy W M Harper (Glamorgan District) 
Gertrude M Hollis (Greenbank) 
John T Lumley (Cleveland District) 
Doreen Millington (Newcastle Staffs) 
Edna P Nelson (Liverpool) 
Geoffrey White (Wolds District) 
Edith G Bounds (Leominster) 
John H W Forbes (Bristol East District) 
Kathleen ‘Katie’ M Hills (New Forest District) 
Albert ‘Bob’ G Knight (Southampton District) 
Leslie W Massey (Uckfield) 
Jeremy R Norman (Moseley) 
Douglas D Rhodes (Selkirk) 
Irene Schofield (London District) 
Audrey Swords (Late R.H.1.1) 
Charles W Wright (Gloucestershire South District) 
Evelyn H Wright (Gloucestershire South District) 
Not previously recorded 

Arthur T Griffiths (Llanllwch) 

Lorna M Jacques (Uxbridge) 

Norman Percival (Kendal) 

Margaret Marsh (Huddersfield) 

Benjamin Noakes (London District) 


In June 


In July 


A.G. (Bob) Knight's death in July, at the age of 69, has robbed Toc H 
of a well-loved and deeply respected member. After a brief spell in 
banking and three years in the Royal Navy, Bob entered the Ministry in 
1950 as a Congregational Minister. He joined Toc H as a staff padre in 
1955, and worked in Southampton and Manchester before serving as HO 
Padre from 1963 to 1975, after which he returned to the field as a staff 
padre in the Southern Region, based on Winchester. He retired in 1989. 


We re-print part of the tribute paid by John Mitchell at Bob's funeral 
service: 


‘Bob was many, many things to Toc H. He was a pastor, a devoted pastor. 
counsellor and guide. He was assiduous in his pastoral role and would 
travel miles just to drop in and see if someone was alright, to provide the 
friendly ear and reassurance that was needed. 


‘He was a friend to many members and volunteers, and his friendship 
transcended generations. Young people responded to Bob as an equal 
and as a friend and talked to him because he listened, and in his own way 
made them feel cherished and important. 


‘Bob was a thinker and writer. In ane Toc H prayer there is a phrase, 
“suggest to each member deep thoughts concerning it", and Bob had 
deep thoughts. He was a courageous thinker, wrestling with difficult 
issues, not ducking difficult implications. At times the depth of his thinking 
stretched some of us almost beyond our competence and yet, even 
though at times I, and others, felt lost, we NEVER felt patronised for he 
treated us all as equals and paid us the compliment of assuming thatwe, 
too, were thinkers like him and the result, predictably, was that many did 
try even harder to think it out. 


‘One of the many fruits of Bob's thinking was a seminal book in Toc H, 
An Honest Test, a statement of the Christian basis, a ringing reminder 
that the vision of Tac H was wider and more open than the feartul and 
faint-hearted would wish. 


‘Bul behind it all Bob was a man of prayer and he pushed, pulled and 
prodded Toc H to take prayer seriously. He challenged us to set time 
aside, to keep a daily rule, to explore Godin silence. Many members used 
and treasured the two anthologies that he produced, and the title ot the 
second, Joyful Journey, summed up Bob's approach to life and God. 


‘In it, he wrote a preface about prayer which no one could read without 


being uplifted. The final words of that were: 
“Finally, by way of personal epitaph: 


If aught that | have done 

Gives you cause for thanks or praise: 

Give both to Him 

Who has made us all of one frail flesh and blood, 
Without Whom we can do no thing.” * 


lrene Schofield, who died inJ 


to the Toc H Mow uly at the age of 82, had devoted 50 years 


ement. She joined Yeovil Branch in 1944 and moved 
ae See Crutched Friars and Chingford as her work took around. 
Hse pirakoy tlie Manner and devotion to helping others made her 
HE perfec member of Toc H. We all valued her friendship and her 

eath has left us with a great sadness. YMC 


aega died on 23 June. was an active member of Liverpool 
Edek and of the District. She joined Toc H in 1974 and was Branch 
ee ry. Secretary of the Merseyside District Lunch Club and a 
= tal Councillor. Edna worked hard raising money for Projects and 

elped on many of them. She was always cheerful and willing to help 
where needed and will be very sadly missed. GE 


Margaret Bateman died on 21 June. A member of Springfields District, 
she joined Toc H following her work with the Services Club at Bromley 
during the Second World War. She was involved with the Hospital 
Library service and helped with a monthly party for the blind during her 
lime as Jobmaster. Margaret was very well liked and will be greatly 
missed. HFSB 


Bletchley Branch regret to announce the death of Violet Lees. Formerly 
a member of the Ladies Branch, since the formation of the joint branch 
Violet has been a staunch, loyal and generous member who will be 
sadly missed. AS 


Huddersfield Branch are sad to report the death of Madge Marsh who 
joined Toc H 60 years ago. Madge served as Branch Secretary, Pilot. 
Jobbie and Chairman over the years and was a tireless worker for the 
Movement. PG 


Stockport Branch has been saddened by the death of their Programme 
Secretary Jessica (Jessie) Cax, who died suddenly in June. Jessie 
was a member of the Stockport Women's Branch tor many years. She 
had a good sense of humour and will be sadly missed by all who knew 
her. IMC 


Maud Burrows of Rawmarsh Women's Branch passed away recently 
at the age of 87. She was a founder member when it was the League 
of Women Helpers and had held the job of Secretary and Treasurer 
over the years. Maud was a fine needlewoman and so helped with 
fundraising. She is sadly missed. CA 


Audrey Swords, a member of Tac H at the Royal Hospital, Putney for 
many years, died on the 14 July. Disabled since birth. Audrey was 
always cheerful and had a very alert mind. Vd 


John William (Bill) Bailey died on 15 June. He joined Sutton-in- 
Ashtield Branch in 1947 and, when the branch closed, transferred to 
Manstield. Always active and willing, he was a founder member of the 
Toc H Minstrels and was thrilled to perform in Central Hall, Westminster 
for the Diamond Jubilee. After moving to Coldstream Bill's health 
deteriorated and he was not able to attend Branch meetings, but he 
never lost interest in Toc H and always looked forward to reading Point 
three. JB 


Jeremy Norman (Jerry) died on 21 July. In the early 1960s he moved 
from the Mark in Newcastle to live at Mark VI in Birmingham and 
intraduced the staff and Area Executive to the idea of outdoor pursuits 
tor offending youngsters in the City. This developed into the Birmingham 
Outward Group (BOG) of which Jerry was the group leader for the first 
10 years. Then, supported by the staff and members of BOG, Jerry 
began the Toc H link with Grimley Terrace in Selly Oak which led to the 
opening of ‘870 House’, in which Jerry became leader - a post he 
occupied until the time of his death. Not only Toc Hin Birmingham, but 
many hundreds of young boys and girls awe much to Jerry for his 
inspiration and leadership over some 30 years. GL 


Gwen Bounds, a member of Leominster Branch, died on 15 July at the 
age of 71. She joined Toc H in 1962 and was Branch Secretary and later 
Jobbie. Gwen was well known and well liked in the local community and 
stuck to her friends through thick and thin. The large congregation at the 
Methodist Church for her funeral was a lovely tribute to her. HH 


Douglas Rhodes, a highly respected member of Selkirk Branch, died 
on 19 July after a long illness. He joined Toc H at Southport before the 
Second World War and, when fit and well, was a most active member 
of the branch. He was a good man who followed the compass as he 
served his Master. JP 


Open Day ai The Tor H Centre, 
Colsterdaie 


Saturday 1 October 1994 
From 12 noon to 4 pm 


E Come along and enjoy the peace and quiet of 
Colsterdale in the autumn WE Meet old friends you may not 
have seen for a while E Lots of attractions W Buffet lunch 
served from 12.30 onwards. 


Further details from: Keith Crocker, The Toc H Centre, 
Colsterdale, Masham, Ripon, North Yorks HG4 4NN. 
Tel: 0765 689382 


Calling All Councillors 


You are invited to the Councillors’ Training Session 
which will be held at Central Council, Swanwick, 
from 3 - 5 pm on Friday 4 November. We hope as 
many Councillors as possible will come and that all 
Regions will send at least one Central Councillor. 
The session will be particularly relevant to new 
Councillors taking up office and is also open to 
those who have been naminated to succeed any 
Councillor in the future. The focus of the session will 
be group discussion on the role of the Councillor. 


A Cameo at Cuddesdon House - 
25-27 November 


Rights and Obligations 


Human rights, civil rights, personal rights. What are 
they? Where do they come from? Rights against 
whom? Are they about basic justice or just special 
pleading? What is the difference between a need 
and a right? 


This Cameo will be an exploration of Rights, with 
special consideration of the ‘Rights’ of disabled 
people and of the elderly. Our thinking will be led by 
Dr Stephen Guest of University College, London. 


Most participants will come from the Oxford area but 
a few places are available for others. Cost £35 (£20 
for unwaged). 


Further details from: John Mitchell, 94 Burcott Lane, 
Bierton, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 5AS. 


Toc H Carol Service at All Hallows Church 
Saturday 17 December 1994 at 2.30 pm 


Further details from: Connie Pring, 39 Princes Plain, Bromley 


Common, Kent BR2 8LH. Tel: 081 462 8164 (after 7pm). 
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"South West Region Toe >H 


Each pack contains five cards (same design) 
3" x 5", Price £1 per pack. 


There are also two religious designs at 80p per 
pack of five. 3" x 4". 


Christmas cards are available at South Western 
Regional venues or Central Council. 

(For sample designs see Branch Mailing and 
next month's Point three) 


Slimline design in scarlet, with a ribbon. Contains 
information about Toc H and regional, national and 


Talbot House, Poperinge 


The main duties of volunteer Honorary Wardens at 
Talbot House are to assist the staff during the day 
(minding souvenir shop, making tea for visitors...), 
be available after office hours (answering phone 
enquiries, greeting new arrivals...) and generally 
making sure residents and visitors are happy. 


A daily expense allowance is payable, together 
with travel costs . 


Wardens are needed for the second half of 
February, March, April, the second half of May and 
the first half of December. 


If you are interested in volunteering or would like 
more information, please write to: 


Martine Boone, 
Admin/Liaison Officer, 
Talbot House, 
Gasthuisstraat 43, B-8970 
Poperinge, Belgium. 


Can anyone tell me the title of the film made by the York 
Toc H Film Unit about 1967, in which | took part. Where is 
the film now and can | get a copy of it, perhaps on video? 
Please contact: H.Sydney Cox, 12 Esplanade, Burnham, 

Somerset TA8 IBE. 


nent ne Atl 


Christmas Cards 


1995 Diaries 


international Toc H addresses. 


Price £1.50 each (incl p&p) 


Honorary Wardens 1995 


Falmouth Toc H Holiday House 
Accommodation for 5 plus cot. 
Open all year. 

Enquiries Ron Gatiss - Tel: 0326 312689 


gts 


